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Introduction
When selected for the Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation Scholarship and
Internship Program, I knew that my summer would be full of opportunities to learn.
My previous work with a nonprofit class client sparked my interest in nonprofit
organizations, but my experience working for a nonprofit client was limited
solely to class time. I was eager to spend my summer learning about how
important communications efforts are to these organizations.
After nine weeks, I am glad to report that while I was awarded the opportunity to
craft Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s messaging and public relations strategies, I was
also given the opportunity to understand and be in tune with their cause. Working
with Black Warrior Riverkeeper has given me hope to work with future clients who
are equally as passionate about their causes and mission statements.

-Hope Runyan

The intern
I’m Hope Runyan, a rising senior at The
University of Alabama majoring in public
relations and minoring in Spanish and
psychology. My hands-on classes and
knowledgeable professors have guided me
on my path to becoming a young
professional in the PR industry. Being a
student in the College of Communication
and Information Sciences has prepared me
to be a useful and dependable employee.
Additionally, my involvement with
on-campus organizations like our nationally
affiliated, student- run Capstone Agency has
expanded what I learn in the classroom and
applied those teachings to real clients. These
experiences have prepared me for the
Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation
Scholarship and Internship Program.

Résumé

Professional Experience
Media Relations Strategist
Capstone Agency (September 2016-Present)

•Manage media relations activities as part of an inter-departmental
collaboration team for client, Juice Bar.
•Create original written content for client account under tight deadlines.
•Write and pitch press releases to secure earned media coverage for client.

Marketing and Public Relations Volunteer
Homegrown Alabama Farmer’s Market (Spring 2017)

Relevant Courses

The following courses prepared me for my
internship with Black Warrior Riverkeeper:
APR 231- Introduction to PR
APR 271- Strategic Thinking (PR)
APR 280- Investigation and Insights
APR 300- Creative Media
APR 332- Public Relations Writing
COM 123- Public Speaking
COM 220- Interpersonal Communication
JN 311- Introduction to Reporting

•Developed guerrilla marketing techniques to create exposure around
campus for the student-run farmer’s market.
•Wrote a weekly newsletter to inform email subscribers about upcoming
vendors, farmers and artists.

Contributing Writer- Blog and Digital
Black Warrior Film Festival Publicity Team (September 2016-Spring 2017)

•Post creative weekly content publicizing upcoming film festivals and
acknowledging film awards on BWFF Twitter account.
•Write and publish weekly blog posts highlighting Vimeo short clips on BWFF’s
website, blackwarriorfilmfest.com
•Create digital content that generates engagement around promoted events.

Marketing Campus Representative
31 Bits (Spring 2016)

•Engaged in peer to peer marketing to share the story of 31 Bits to college
students on campus.
•Increased sales by hosting events such as pop-up tables at local coffee shops
and farmer’s markets to sell merchandise.
•Created, managed and posted weekly content for 31 Bits UA’s Instagram and
Facebook accounts.

The organization

Black Warrior Riverkeeper is a citizen-based nonprofit organization dedicated to
improving water quality, habitat, recreation and public health throughout the
Black Warrior River watershed.
Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s mission is to protect and restore the Black Warrior River
and its tributaries. The Black Warrior watershed includes parts of 17 Alabama
counties. In 2013, the Black Warrior River in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, joined the top
10 list of America’s Most Endangered Rivers. Alabama continues to be America’s
leading state in freshwater biodiversity.

Charles
Scribner & Staff
At Black Warrior Riverkeeper, the staff work together toward their
shared goal of protecting and maintaining the Black Warrior
watershed and its tributaries. Each staff member provides his or
her unique service to the organization.

Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s staff include the following:
Charles Scribner- Executive Director
Nelson Brooke- Riverkeeper
Eva Dillard- Staff Attorney
John F. Kinney- Enforcement Coordinator
Charles Scriber, otherwise known as Charlie, was my boss for the summer. Charlie is very
knowledgeable about the environment and, even more important, passionate about the cause.
He oversees everything that happens at Black Warrior Riverkeeper. I was delighted to work with
Charlie throughout the summer because he’s very personable and eager to share his
knowledge. Prior to starting my internship and throughout the rest of the year, he handles all of
Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s communications. This includes, but is not limited to, creating social media
content, planning events and writing and distributing press releases. When I joined the staff,
Charlie made my transition to working for the organization very easy. I learned something new
every time I stepped into the office, and I feel very fortunate to have worked for such a
hard-working individual.

The internship

My responsibilities for Black Warrior Riverkeeper were all-inclusive. Throughout the
summer, I performed communications tasks such as editing press releases,
coordinating events and updating educational materials and media lists. I also
patrolled waterways for pollution, interviewed fishermen and created a series of
photo essays about my adventures in the Black Warrior River watershed.

15th Anniversary
My first responsibility for Black Warrior
Riverkeeper took place before my internship
formally began. I edited a press release draft
written by Charlie Scribner for the 15th
anniversary event, “Cruisin’ on the River.” The
final press release was sent to email
subscribers and Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s
media list contacts. It can be found here.
On June 15, I represented Black Warrior
Riverkeeper at the event on Tuscaloosa’s
iconic Bama Belle. I was able to meet a
variety of Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s
supporters, including professors, parents and
environmentalists. I also met many board
members and had the chance to ask what
their main environmental concerns were and
why they became involved with the
organization.
This event was a great way for me to see and
interact with Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s
Tuscaloosa audience.

Media interviews
After our press release for the 15th
anniversary event was picked up
by several media outlets, I had the
chance to represent Black Warrior
Riverkeeper in media interviews.
I was interviewed by a reporter
from The Crimson White and the
resulting article was shared online.
This was great exposure for the
event, and it was a good way to
maintain relationships with
different media outlets.

Munson Grant

Press Release
I wrote and circulated a press release about
the grant that I received for my internship
from the Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation
and The University of Alabama College of
Communication and Information Sciences.
The press release can be found here.
I gained online coverage on Southeast
Green and Bham Now, as well as numerous
shares on social media.
I also received numerous emails from
supporters, locals and other Riverkeeper
organizations in the Southeast congratulating
me on my internship.

Creel Surveys
In an effort to measure the effectiveness of river advisories, I, along with my fellow interns,
conducted creel surveys in several locations within the Black Warrior watershed. River
advisories are used to report high contamination of a certain pollutant or a chemical spill.
These advisories will alert fishermen to consume a reduced amount of fish caught in the area.
We mapped out the entire Black Warrior watershed and highlighted popular fishing spots.
Conducting a creel survey requires driving to a location on the map, walking along the river
bend and speaking to fishermen.
We properly recorded the responses and, if necessary, educated the fishermen on local river
advisories and safety precautions. At the end of the surveying period, Black Warrior
Riverkeeper will analyze the results and determine how to more effectively post river advisories.

Adventures
of Hope: a series of photo essays
My favorite project of the summer was my photo essay series. Entitled “Adventures of Hope,”
the collection documents my wide-ranging experiences while on the job.
My first essay was shared on Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s Twitter and Facebook platforms. It
outlines a day that I spent meeting local business owners in Cullman, Alabama. My article
was shared by The Cullman Times, The Cullman Tribune and the Cullman Area Chamber. I
also received positive feedback on Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s Twitter platform from several
Cullman citizens.
An ongoing project throughout the summer, the essays usually focused on a human interest
factor. I loved being able to meet people that appreciate Black Warrior Riverkeeper, or vice
versa, and share their story.
I pitched the idea to post the full collection on Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s website, and
Charlie loved it. Since then, a section for my photo essays was created on the website. My
first two pieces are currently the only essays available as of now, and Charlie will choose
when to release the rest.
“This will let your legacy live on even after you have left us!” said Charlie Scribner.

“Eat Wings. Raise
Funds. It pays.”
We had a benefit night at Buffalo Wild Wings in
Tuscaloosa, Alabama on July 19. The event was
to raise funds for Black Warrior Riverkeeper and
promote our partnership with SweetWater.
Customers could donate 20 percent of their
receipt to Black Warrior Riverkeeper by showing
a voucher to their waiter or waitress. My job at
the event included showcasing Black Warrior
Riverkeeper’s display board, promoting a
giveaway contest and educating customers
about the organization and the promotion. I
encouraged several people to sign up for our
email newsletter and to contact Black Warrior
Riverkeeper for volunteer opportunities.

Additional projects
Display boards

Black Warrior Riverkeeper has two display boards that are useful at presentations and
events. The boards were last updated two years ago when another intern took on the
task of a new look. This summer, I updated the boards with new information, facts and
pictures. This will help to properly showcase the statistics of Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s
environmental efforts.

River patrol
Riverkeeper Nelson Brooke took all of Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s interns on an official
river patrol to identify pollution and conduct a few creel surveys. As the only
communications intern, I snapped pictures and turned our patrol day into a photo
essay. The essay will be added to the ‘Adventures of Hope’ collection.

Friends of Hurricane Creek

fundraising event

My last Black Warrior Riverkeeper project will take place on August 12. I will
represent the organization at a fundraising event for Tuscaloosa’s local
Waterkeeper Alliance, Hurricane Creekkeeper and the Friends of Hurricane Creek.
This will occur after my internship has officially ended, but I am choosing to
continue to represent Black Warrior Riverkeeper because I think this event is very
important for Alabama’s waterkeepers. The Waterkeeper Alliance is a global
nonprofit that is solely focused on water. There are eight waterkeepers in
Alabama, and showing support for each one is important. These organizations
are all fighting the same battles with a shared goal in mind, and I look forward to
meeting representatives from the other Alabama waterkeepers.

Reflections
As my internship with Black Warrior Riverkeeper comes
to an end, I would like to thank the Curtis and Edith
Munson Foundation for providing students with this
opportunity. I have learned so much more from my
nine weeks with Black Warrior Riverkeeper than I would
have learned in a classroom. This internship allowed
me to apply my current skills and gain a few new ones,
too. Prior to working with Black Warrior Riverkeeper I did
not know a great deal about nonprofits. Now, I feel
confident to handle the communications for other
nonprofit organizations.
The partnership between the Curtis and Edith Munson
Foundation and The University of Alabama College of
Communication and Information Sciences truly gave
me the experience of a lifetime. I am so thankful to
have been chosen for this internship, and I will carry the
lessons I learned from Black Warrior Riverkeeper with
me throughout my professional career.
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