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Groups across Alabama Demand True Leadership at ADEM and AEMC

Nonprofit environmental oacalalnedaftomnshecressgAbhabamaohaty
of the Al abama Department of Environment al Management ( ADEN
Management Commi ssi o.n ApAfEAMCnt eadc cboyu ntthaeb Igeover nor, t he AEMC i
votes on environment al rules for UABBEM.v.T hGai ledestresta, t medtir yiabckir syt wan
including the failures of | eaders at ADEM and the AEMC to a\

This summer, Drummond Company Vice President David Rober
conviodt ddi bery, conspRobheysoandndt BeFrbeharpgesbed state Rep.
opppseposals to expedite cleanup of a north Birmi ngham rSaitpa |

similarly polluted area in Tarrant. Drummond was a potenti al
While only one sitting member of the AEMC, Chairman Lan
and the transcripts of the AEMC meetings suggest that other
devel oped. Chairman Brown actively advocated against &igBupe
the bribe, Oliver Robinson, as wel |l as other trial adgeah@eth dam
feder al action or assistance in t=-- -~'"-~-==""-
Meanwhi | e, a sitting member o
Phillips, contracted directly wit
Superfund site, yet did not publi
resigned just prior to the trial,
Commi ssi on. Phill¢clpsahep kprde Gastpd
defendant s, who then prepared t al
against Gasp during its presentat
points were prepared by counsel f
Al abamwa reenmental organizati on

Governor | vey demanding the resig
participated in the actions ident
believes there s nothing wrong w
governor to app
an

i
oint Commi ssioner s
transparency d equal access.
Groups signing Al abama Rivers
Warrior Riverkeeper, Cahaba River
Hurricane Creek, Friends of the L
Riverkeeper, and Village Creek So
bl ackwarri orfrrigeeesy e-tofn @ih & eatctceorunt a hb
l etter foll owed the sfurboom seslieowe no fe
groups for ADEM Director Lance Le. . .. . .. o0, o0 <. ot
LeFl eurds testimony during the trial showed that hpgdlappa
at the Superfund Site in North Birmingham until Gi hbseMWhgegnRoOI
Governor Bentley and the AEMC joined in, the DirectorAdsti€out
Even worse, LeFl eur sent a |l etter to EPA in his capecity
sent was drafted at | east in part by Gilbert, whoseclzadupntGi
apparently routed the draft | etter through GovernoradBehRht gyl
testified that it was not wuncommon f dranldobtbhyats thse/ csoenessh | ntoatahtiy
Gil bertds billing records show he was afforded other opportt
There and in many other instances detailed in Bl achk tamatrr
in a manner that advances its official mission fAtaoreass wr el hfec
calls for LeFleurb6s resignation or termination. Groampsc €fagal
River Society, Cahaba Riverkeeper, Choctawhatchee Rivieeake @pe
the Locust Fork River, Gasp, Little River Waterkeeper, Tenne

For a copy ovi sihtec dwaiyr il @i bidwerannedw djédii ¥ eTher fi ght for tr a
accountability, and | eadership at ADEM and the AEMC will <cor



http://www.blackwarriorriver.org/letter-urges-governor-to-hold-aemc-accountable/
https://blackwarriorriver.org/11-groups-demand-new-adem-director/
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Heat her Elliott is the Al umni
University of Al abama, wher eusdel a4 a\
statutory interpretation, civil pr S

been published in the Stanford La
Boston University Law Review, amon

For the | ast several year s, He nv
Al abama water | aw and poGovegrn&heR
Bentley to the Riparian Focus Area o
Agencies Working Group. In 2014, for
St ates Geological Survey to write to
water |l aw, which is forthcoming in y

Heat her is a former |l aw clerk st
Bader Ginsburg and to Judge Merric (
the D.C. Circuit. She received her y
School of Law, where she was an ar ol
earned an Environment al Law Certif o]
She earned M. A. and M. Phil. degree t

graduated magna cum | aude from Duk
and philosophy.

Heat her EIl 1l iott at theatCuTwerbUbomiuser ¢

UA PR Student Earns Grant faslack Warrior RIVERKEEPERE Internship

Anna Claire Toxey, a nat |
grant from the Curtis and Ed
with Black Warrior Riverkeep
Al abama, Toxey became a publ
the groupds seouvumnty Braak Wa
water shed.

The Curtis and Edpt bvMda:
nds to programs that focus
sources in North America a
phasis on North America. T
he University of Al abamads
blic IReltahé omisghest award
Col | ege of Communicati.o

f

~ D]~ o= —
sigoc
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n ar
il am very grateful or
opportunity to work with Bl a
summer , 0 Toxey said. fABeing
even mor e rewarding to part
primary focus is protecting
am |l ooking forward to using
help support the organizatio

AOur great state |l eads t |
biodiversity, bu we are pl a
Charles Scribner, executive
Ri verkeeper. il am so thankf
Al abamadés nationally renowne
awareness of these urgent fa

ABy generously providing
internship, the Munson Found
organization as well as the

chairman of the Department o
Rel ations at The University
. fopportunity for students to
their classes while helping
objectives.(‘)

Last 5®awv,ol unteers donat
servihceugh Bl ack Warrior Riv
Polluters beware: Anna Cl abnoeo By Xxeay¥dalrgdt getrrsol wer ke Srtivdkent s at
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Black Warrior Waterdog Gains Federal Protection

On January 2, 2018, U.S. Fish and Wi ldlife Service |AsteHdet ¢
our 1/ 2/18 statement followed by the Serviceds news release.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service made our New
Year happy today by announcing the |isting of the Bl ack
Warrior waterdog under the Endangered Species Act. The
Bl ack Warr iNerctwatuesr cad ab(amemnasi s
aquatic salamander found in the Black Warrior basin and
nowhere else in the worl d. Proposed for I|st|ng in October
2016, this action means the Service wild/l ork with other
agencies to protect the waterdog when federal actions that
may affect them are considered or undertaken

The Service also finalized the designation of critical
habitat for the waterdog today. Critical habitat is defined
those specific geographic areas that crabai nosépe atndirne.s essent
to the conservation of an endangered or threatened sif@geciWhe® n:
area is designated as critical habitat, federal agaecnrcyi eosutarie
likely to result in the destruction or adverse moadveri cnaitlieosn
el even tributaries of the Black Warrior basin as dryibtai a¢ ali rHhde

The Service designated 420 river miles of <criticalselabkt
(Lawrence and Winston counties); Locust Fork (Blount, Witso wall
counties); and Yellow Creek (Tuscaloosa County). Whidlsa fwer sati
proposed, we are pleased with the |isting of the waettlersdpoegc iae
are proud that our Riverkeeper, Nel son Brooke, was epnpaausd e
l'isting as well as the proposed critical habitat designati ol
Al abama AMudpuppyo to Receive Feder al Protection

The Bl ack Warrior waterdog, a |l arge aquatic
sal amander found only in Alabamads Black Warrior basin, i s
now a federally protected species. The U. S. Fi sh and
Wildlife Service |isted the salamander as an endangered
species under the Endangered Species Act, meaning it is in
danger of extinction throughout all or a significant porti ol
its range. A rigorous review of the best available science |
found | ow and declining population numbers due to | oss and
fragmentation of its habitat and poor water quality in the
Bl ack Warrior basin The highly permeable skin and external
gills of the waterdog make it particularly sensitive to
declines in water quality and oxygen concentration.

The Service is also finalizing critical habitat for the
Bl ack Warrior waterdog. We are designatihg”’4"3'd °¢i'Ver miles
of critical habitat in four units, including 127 etaisnlde ss aolfa nha:
The designati on includes only areas currently occ uwpiilsetdo rbiyc a
habitat The designation is comprised of 5 tributaritessg ;wiltohci
Fork (Blount, Etowah, Jefferson, and Marshall Counti e sX,;®d oBsla
County).

The critical habitat designation should have minimal or
already critical habitat designations for other asfyeci ekei wa't
The designation will also have no impact on privategolkampeown:d
Establishing critical habitat will raise awarenes®sotfoft rbarn:e
conservation partners. I't also alerts federal agewcoki,e sf utnhda to
permit activities in those areas.

The Bl ack Warrior waterdog, known by i tlso vniincgk nsaamea matnhdee rA
|l arval characteristics, including retention of eaxdnermfalt lge |H
Warrior River and parts of the North River, Locust FoirrokhasMun
include runoff from industrial plants, |landfills,e snmwage tr

The Black Warrior waterdog is recognized as a Priority 2
actively engaged with | ocal and federal partners inl adddetd s
share its habitat. There are 26 federally protectedtghai mal s

flattenedComnusikdemwatilen of the status oapprhoev endatleirtdiogga twiaosn rseeg
two environment al groups. fEearmomdoseuvalheattt hwealrwdiddéaerd daup/h € b ¢



https://www.fws.gov/southeast/wildlife/amphibians/black-warrior-waterdog/

