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Court Rules Drummond is Violating the Clean Water Act on Locust Fork

An Al abama federal judge has ruled that Drummond Company
mine drainage into the Black Warrior Rirwerrés slsauudkus gMaF/étykl ut r ¢
Drummonddés arguments that the Clean Water Act does natpdplreohli
at the site when mining operations ceased.

AWe are pleased with the ruling in our | awsuit challangi
significant threat to people and wildlife on the Bda%kh&amr i
Environment al Law Center. iThe Court found as a mataied nmifn
drainage at ‘" “@&° < ~ b
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and Environment al Enf or cefmemda mMiiwerckeoap drods Paibtliizce nJ ussntfiidcreh @ s
|l aw when government al agencies have not. o

The abandoned underground coal mine is | ocated on the ba
When mining operations at the Maxine Mine ceased, alibademnso rfnud.
coal mining waste and contaminated runof f. As a rebfmbt hemisi

into the Locust Fork and tributaries through surfackédatwvbatr
once a flowing tributary of the Locust For k.

ADrummondés abandoned Maxine Mine has been illegally dis
into the | ower Locust Fork for decades, 0 said Nel sonamrfooke,
homes, recreation ar ealst, iasndabdoruitn ktiinnge waotre rt hsiosu rncaesst.y si t e t
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Black Warrior RIVERKEEPER® Publishes New Water Quality Data Map

OuRi ver Paepeoel Program includes water sampling near mag or
of specific problems before we promote solutions. wAd ot haotu g h
specific facilities, one of the questions we receiotehanorsitv erl
This question i someti mes followed up with inquie&re30 such
Because | ocal and state governments in Alabama do noh tr
anecdot al evitcdemce efsi@dmnlteng most of whom declare thatr,t hwe ra
hear many stories about particular streams that usdiatotorled.
In 2017, wédmbaenth&®dtan Quradgrtaym Moonietsotraibnlgi sh a baseline
river system which wil!/l provide scientific evidenceépta ndddrm:
decisions to be made by our staff. For instance, kdopgvl edge
comment | etters regarding permits and federal actions/regul :
The data can also help staff identify which streamowor r
how certain conditions may affect water quality, saoam@naearst ptea
monitor quality in suspected i mpaired streams over 30(Bdne dStoat
Al'l our data is now available on our website for vieding
par tbil@askwarrior ruavieeorn ot @blmonipé et dpec K war r iadbsoi Vénksr o the dat

We are so grateful f oQra htahbea pBrroegw,@oyd sCichnoppaynsylpomisdatsi: on of
Met abol jcdMBdl odiso Tea Company. Pl ease cont aicnf w@blidc kywair rwiowr
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Bl ack Warrior

Ri verkeeperos Staff Scientist John KinneypctttaSbtySNew\sart


https://blackwarriorriver.org/ambient-water-monitoring/
https://blackwarriorriver.org/
mailto:info@blackwarriorriver.org?subject=Ambient%20Water%20Quality%20Monitoring%20program
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Student Earns Scholarship foBlack Warrior RIVERKEEPER® Internship

Th@urtis and Edit haMumwam dEdu Hdiatsioamn N > S
studying public relations at The UnBVacki S (
War ri or FRfiovre rtkheee psewrmmer . Two years ago, ti
Advertising and Public Relaat igams td epvaarrtdme 0
Warrior RiverXOckm20rl8 nterns in

AThanks to the generosity of the Muns ¢ 0s
APR department awards, o0 said Joseph Phelop (

Nuckol I s, a native of Nashville, Tenn;¢ b
honor in 2019. He alCa@ sd @mwee BAegaemactyi o md slin
communications firm

il dm thankful for this unique opportu on
UA to help Black Warrior Riverkeeper prot \
Ri v ercbosu nit7y wat er shed. As an out of st at g mp
community that has made me feel at home d e U/

Last year, 485 volunteers donated 4,7 ni
Warrior Riverkeeperodos projects. The majo : ¢ S

iwWe strive to make the Munson-rlmu:redmdshexppearnl earxocetflcnrg t vea
Charles Scribner, executive director of Black Warri ornid&tiivemrd
tactics we | earrnanfkreodm UWAh eP R aptrioognraalméys t op students. O
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Black Warrior RIVERKEEPER - Board Member Bio: Kirk Mitchell

? # Kirk Mitchell has been the Director of
?g“ Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High Scho
A worskk udy operations including overall pol i
: administration, and budgeting initiatives.
- “students with their first job opportunity
training, and mentoring to enhance their ¢

{ Kirk earned a Bachelor of Science degr

“State University. He brings more than 20

with Fortune 500 companies. He has exten:

empl oyee relations, human resources, asset

I n addition to serving on the Board of

~"also serving on the National Philanthropi

bPFundraising Professionals Al abama Chapter.

A native of Memphis, Kirk has resided

and his lovely wife Gaynel/l have bee mar |

family oriented." 4nHé& daldeo bas&kehesaltiha elam

School where his son Connor attends. Dur i

and attending a variety of sporting event :

Black Warrior RIVERKEEPERF Board Member B|o Bob Greene

Andrew Robert (Bob) Greene pr actEERte “~.- *‘; W
Arant Rose & White 20 OBBi.r miHneg hraem ifrreg ‘ ' SN -
practice in 2005 to teach | aw, visi n
20@@18. Prior to moving to Birming c
Bob is a former Chair of the Enviro I
Georgia state bars and a former Dep t
in Atl ant a. He received his A.B. f ty
Catholic University Columbus School

From 1997 to 1999, Bob was Chair so
the Greenways SEP (Suppl ement al Envi er
County sewer settlement. This | ed i
Trust . From 2001 to 2004 Bob was t roi
District (FoRRD). This was the pr e (s 0
Foundation which now operates the R

Bob is an alumnus of Black Warri be
from-2001150 ( Pr e20d2nRvVLiademtl 52014 Bob
Carol Schulz, who is a member of Ne rc

children and seven grandchildren.
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Black Warrior RIVERKEEPERE Patrol Notes

Here are some recent field “\“\H“‘“‘VMWM,‘ "ﬁ"‘{‘ N €
pollution anywhere in the Bl ack Walr0r9i5ag — AN At N ¢
emai | rheépmrattpol | uti on@bloackkwarnini eumri id
webpage where you can upload photos, ct
bl ackwarriorrpelehutirgdu emaoy tr emai n anop
Patrolled | ower Blackburn Fork and Lo W €
Fork River) and Jason Throneberry (Th
Spoke at ADEMO6s public hearing about 0 ¢
APoop Trainsodo from New York to bring o}
resulted: ADEM rescinded their all owa I~ rc
of Poo Trains. o

P ADEM hearing on Big Sky
Responded to a complaint in West Tuscal'ddfR Iroa'lnoooﬁl?tgy'fqlel"%"(?c'

sy

Responded to a complaint about a stre o f o
Documented orange water in stream and (
Schnitzer Southeast metal recycling s
Responded to a complaint from a fishe er
into Valley Creek. Traced the orange st
underground coal mi ne, Oak Grove Mine i
Responded to a complaint about trash | @
Gurl ey Creek. Checked on an asphalt L
in Fairfield, and a Jefferson County h ¢

Canoe patrolled the upper Locust Fork fQroamgMuwptearee Ibavl heyin
Pearman Rd. with Jason Throneberry of thGeq&tun eBirGon $8 R Ron @1

i ssues while he documented bank erosi )
Canoed the Locust Fork with Jim Godwi Ct
wi || be utilized to run eDNA analysis ré
Warrior Nadturdwyg Kl pbadamgesed] , Sftlea tntof .
deprgpspubBreatened] . ’
. fDocumented a sewa
Birmi nghawe onN5af
greceiving a compl p i

o Jefferson Count
ervi cheoud@ Hhdbdbtl i ne

£ (2056842
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Patrolled the Mul
boat with Al abama
Sout hern Exposur e

footage of Al abamz:
Steam Plant for t

@S fi lm about coal a;5
mJoined biologist
Gangloff on a Loc
in North Jefferso
a stretch of the
Sumiton Lagoonds wast eailed N@it £cdh aGglet h &I mH&B o Widd cfoQ T e 6t $ PLEOIu
caused many odenot< eympd Lifnglsdc®€ mMussel s.
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mailto:reportpollution@blackwarriorriver.org
http://www.blackwarriorriver.org/report-pollution
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Black WarrlorRIVERKEEPERE Patrol Notes (Continued)

@ Took a UAB Sustainability group on the
Mul berry Fork drinking water intake and

Participated in the Walker County Smith

" Sampled the Sumiton Lagoo

nés permitted
lcascades down a bluff into the Mul berry
confluence of the Sipsey and Mul berry f
Patrolled Five Mile Creek in Tarran by

t
Found one of ABC Cokeds pipesd dischar g

Patrolled the rivero6s Oliver Pool in Tu
Al abama St”de”tSp”"d“L'”t ‘?f%lP%'nnf'é'n”teal Law group. We found two
water enteringnoDanmy edi sGp®@dkq. og | jKkely from the Holt dam, | oc

‘Took Carla Atkinsonés UA class on the p
riverds Holt Lake in Tuscaloosa County,
I nspected Donaldson Correctional Facili
Eva Dillard and John Kinney to see the
rehabilitation, which was required b 0
S Patrolled the rivero6s Holt Lake by patr:
\'loperation near the mouth of Daniel cree

' Hel ped biologist and fish expert Bernie

Vi

/ darters. We saw many darters and sal am
Ri verkeeper staff inspect Donaldson Correctional
Facilityodos wasehewal evel sPlaadpioftileed t he Maxine Mine site on the |
. drainage flowing into the river from a
coal waste storage site.
Patrolled the Mul berry Fork by patrol b
James Bramlett about a | arge fish kildl |
~ Power spilled 700 gallons of fire suppr:
faquatic |ife. ’

Documented t he
state of Camp

, FIl ew over Al abama
A Iarqe gar floats |I|if Ioeusnst)?fé?rea%stl'
Power 6s Gor gaspnhn&ttoena MePslga rBfogke. .
‘ dewat@ring operat
coal ash storage 2 r
Patrolled the Mul Nt
thousands of dead
|

Hanceville render §
spibDolcument ed deadj
water over 45 mil
spill site and pr
concerned citizen

manhol e in Huey
Al | iBooomet t Memor'

Camp Branch has been p@lvl udterhtf@rscf'ev‘{:aagdee
coal mines amdoth.o® .neiSttelefod K. taken
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Black Warrior RIVERKEEPER® Sues EPA to Protect Imperiled Streams

Bl ack Warrior Riverkeeper has filed a |l awsuit again®t th
ensure two of the Black Warrior River watershed6s mop®trmeuwltne
Environment al Management (ADEM).

Whil e Al abama has some of the most beauti ful river g yatnd
al so has many polluted water ways. State and federradt triegrud aft
i mperiledssws g’ * > : 7

v gy AN s e

Every
years, th . AR
Water Act ff
ADEM to i
coastline
l akes, an
that are
poll ution
that i st
EPARI acem
that i st
Section 3
i mportant
prioriti zeé
those i mpd
wat efrhse. | i
ul ti mat e
restoring
so they ¢
support t
designate
fish & wi
recreati of
drinking

Lost
and Big Yg
Creek havel
our state
303(d) Li ' B Z /

1998, wai A% ; : ] /i T N
necessary & { s
reduce theiWhibélﬂiusthiid‘rg for bass, a Riverkeeper memberpndta me nnkiSsomm
l evel s. However, ADEM dropped them from the 2018 Seethiadtnt B
streams were no |l onger impaired. ADEM made these decebabns
these streams meet minimum water quality standards.

Dropping these waters from the |ist means they arel no | o
Maxi mum Daily Loads, and wil!/| be similarly excluded firmmoyY é& ¢
water quality in these streams. The EPA is supposaagku dtoelow egs
its decision to remove Lost Creek and Big Yellow Creek from

Lost Creek, a major tributary to the Mulberry Fork in Wa
fisher men. Lost Creek is home to the endangered Bl amprei MWad r ki
habitat destruction, sedimentation, and water pollution fror

Big Yellow Creek, a tributary which flows into the Bl ack
drinking water and swimming by homeowners and is frequmpt ed
l ogging operations, and widespread coal bed methane drilling.

AfiLost Creek and Big Yell ow Creek are important streamer w
recreation, and wildlife habitat, o said Nel son Br otoefe ,b AlBa baacnh
ignores pollution problems just so a few polluters can make

Bl ack Warrior Riverkeeperodés |l awsuit asks the court to se
Al abamads 2018 List and replace it with its own, including t

AEPA all owed Al abama to remove sensitive waterbodies in

evidence th
to ensure t
streams hea

they are meeting applicable
agencies |ike ADEM and EPA

water gqualeiyt yi We av
t fol
hy again. o
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ha |l ow the C€Hé&an \
t
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Black Warrior RIVERKEEPER"® Membership / Donation Form

Pl ease complete and mail form to: Bl ack Warrior Riverkeej

Bl ack Warrior RivVverekeanpdr cihsard tsMm1 (ec )o(rYl)antiaxati on. oGroendt rbiyb ul taiwo.
Name (S) _ _ _ _ o
Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ it y,
Phone (s): _ _ _ _ o Emai | (
Signature: _ _ Dat e:
If you enjoy the Black Warrior River, its tributaries, or its Sips
Payment Method: | Check enclosed / [ Ameri ewom el rye <o niterd rbMeisnacn G a

Credit Card number and expiration date (mm/yy): __ __
I Monetary donation: $___ (I'f you p4d=e@E@0er5 tfoo rd oenassjye isntsotcrku,c tpil¢

I -khnd donation (List donated goods or professional services)._:

I Volunteer time (List hours and type of volunteering):

(Any gift above) I n Memory of: ___ ____ __ ____ __ __ -
(Any gift above) I n Honor of: __________ ____
Name & address to notify of memorial or honorarium gift. __
. E
About Black Warrior RIVERKEEPER
Qur mi ssion is to protect and restore tbhae eRll ancokn pWanrfri it o rc
dedicated to improving water quality, wildlife hRileur t avtat er e (
This vital but wvulnerable basin is contained entirely in Al
OQur staff includes
Nel son Brooke (Riverkeeper),
Eva Dillard (Staff Attorney),
John Kinney (Staff Scientist),

and Charles Scribner

(Executive Director). To
report pollution or to

di scuss how you can help
protect your water, emai l
info@bl|l ackwarriorriver.org
vi BlackWarri,orRi ver.org

or call udH0d®B.(205) 458

We are members of

t htel abama Rivers Alliance,
Ri ver Network, Waterkeeper
Al'l iance, and Waterkeepers

Al abama, whose ot her
me mb e rCsa haarbea

Ri verkeeper, Choctawhatchee

r
Ri verkeeper, Coosa

Ri verkeeper, Hurricane
Creekkeeper, Little River
Wat erkeeper, Mobile
Baykeeper, and Tennessee
Riverkeeper.

Wat erkeepers Al abama
enjoyed its annual retreat in

the Black Warrior Ri ver basin.
Photo by Nelson Brooke.


mailto:info@blackwarriorriver.org
http://www.blackwarriorriver.org/

