NORTHERN BELTLINE FACTS

Proposed in the 1960s, the Northern Beltline north and west of Birmingham has raised serious questions from
local communities, taxpayers, and conservation groups about whether this project is best for greater
Birmingham, from an environmental, economic, and transportation perspective. '

The FHWA estimates that this 20-mile section between I-65 and 1-59 section will cost $1.966 billion.? This
means the entire 52-mile project is estimated to cost more than $5 billion ($96.3 million per mile).

ALDOT began construction on the Northern Beltline in 2014, but construction was stopped in 2016.3 It began
again in 2024. Currently, construction for this small 1.86 mile section is still underway.

ALDOT only has enough money in hand from IIJA (Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act) to complete
about 10-15 miles worth of the project — from 75 to 31. They plan to borrow the rest of the funding to complete
the next 15 miles and have no funding plan for the other half of the Beltline.*

ALDOT’s transportation plans indicate that the entire Beltline would take 60 years to complete.’

In 2024, FHWA admitted that any section west of I-65 would not even start construction in the next twenty
years.°

Birmingham’s air quality, water quality, forested acreage, and wetlands would all be degraded by this road.
Specifically, the Northern Beltline would cross and permanently alter Black Warrior and Cahaba River
tributaries in 90 places, and it would impact 35 different wetlands and 3,078 football fields' worth of forest.
Of particular concern is the fact that the Beltline would impact the tops of both the Cahaba and Black
Warrior River watersheds, primary drinking water sources for Birmingham and surrounding

communities. The current proposed route is the most environmentally destructive of the seven routes
initially considered by the Alabama Department of Transportation.

If completed, the road would only relieve 1-3% of traffic on I-20/59 through downtown Birmingham, and it
will not reroute significant truck traffic. In fact, traffic will increase on the heavily congested section of I-59
through Trussville and Argo.”

TRIP, a national transportation research organization, completed a list of Alabama’s 50 highway projects
needed most to support economic growth; the Northern Beltline was not on the list.® (The Business Council
of Alabama endorsed this list.”) And in fact, all the projects on that list could be completed for half a billion
less than the Northern Beltline.

Construction of the Northern Beltline was ranked 36™ in priority by the Birmingham Regional Planning
Commission, '* yet it is being prioritized by the Birmingham Business Alliance over much-needed fixes for

current traffic and safety problems.
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e US Public Interest Research Group and US streets blog rated the highway as one of the seven worst ways in
the country that taxpayers could use their money. '

e Any development that occurs along the Beltline route will likely not be “new” growth, but rather a
redistribution of growth, capital, and jobs from older developed areas, producing empty homes, storefronts,
and blight as has already occurred in parts of the Birmingham region. Even ALDOT has predicted that the
road, when completed decades from now, will only attract 2,200 residents and 2,800 permanent jobs in the
vicinity of the 52-mile corridor.?

e A small handful of corporate landowners in the path of the road stand to gain financially. They, along with
road building, mining, development, and utility interests, are driving the support for this $5 billion project
along this chosen route, which has little transportation benefit for the region.'*® For example, the Coalition for
Regional Transportation’s (www.northernbeltline.org) goal is to build the Beltline. The 2024 CRT directors
included representatives who worked at Drummond, Brasfield and Gorie, Regions, Dunn Construction,
Vulcan Materials, and Thompson Tractors.™

e The large price tag of the road does not consider the extra cost of sewer and other infrastructure that must be
installed for the area to be developed. The additional significant costs of extending water lines, power lines,
local roads, public safety services, and schools have yet to be factored into the Beltline’s overall price.

e To improve regional connectivity for Jefferson County and create jobs, and to complete ALDOT’s sought-
after loop, ALDOT should consider more functional alternatives like extending Corridor X to 1-59 instead of
sinking well over $5 billion into the Beltline.

e Any unused Appalachian Development Highway System funding from other states, should go to the almost-
insolvent Highway Trust Fund so that needed projects are completed, and not projects simply designated as
part of the 1960°s Appalachian Development Highway System. In the alternative, if the ADHS projects are
given priority, only maintenance projects and those projects that can be completed in five years should be
given funding, such as those along Corridor V and Corridor X in Alabama.
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